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Program: 
 

Dennis Mak will present an update on the OCTA West County 

Connectors project, and Ross Lew will discuss the Transportation 

Management Plan for the project. The West County Connectors 

project is a joint partnership between OCTA and Caltrans linking 

high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes/carpool lanes on the San Diego 

Freeway (I-405) with those on the Garden Grove Freeway (SR-22) and San Gabriel River 

Freeway (I-605) to create a seamless HOV connection amongst the three freeways. 
 

Project Improvements include: 

Constructing two direct carpool connectors 

Adding a second carpool lane in each direction on the I-405 between SR-22 and I-605 

Reconstructing on- and off-ramps 

Constructing sound walls and retaining walls 

Adding landscaping and enhancing aesthetic elements  

 

Dennis Mak is the Project Manager with Highway Programs at OCTA. Dennis joined OCTA 

a year ago and is responsible for delivering interstate freeway projects.  Currently, he is 

overseeing the construction phase of the West County Connectors project and the 

environmental phase of the I-5 central improvements project.  Dennis is a graduate of Cal 

Poly Pomona and has 20 years of project management experience in the public as well as 

the private sector.  He has successfully delivered public works projects in various 

disciplines including transportation, wastewater, water, and flood control. 

 

Ross Lew is the Program Manager with Highway Programs at OCTA. Ross joined OCTA a 

year ago and is responsible for overseeing the construction phase of the OC Bridges Grade 

Separation Program and delivering freeway projects. Ross is a graduate of the University 

of California, Irvine and has 23 years of management and project delivery experience in 

the transportation industry.  He has been in the lead role on multiple complex projects in 

various phases of project implementation from planning through construction, working in 

partnership with many public agencies. 

Join us: 

 

Orange Hill Restaurant 

September 26, 2013 

11:30 AM — 1:00 PM 

 
6410 East Chapman Avenue 

Orange, CA 92869 
714/997.2910 

 

Student Members: $15 
Members: $20 

Non-Members: $25 
$30 at the door without an RSVP for all 

attendees 

 

Please go to:  https://

octecseptember2013.eventbrite.com/  

If you have questions, please contact 

Keith Rand  
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THIS MONTH’S LUNCH  

IS SPONSORED BY: 

https://octecseptember2013.eventbrite.com/
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mailto:keith.rand@urs.com
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Dear OCTEC Members and Friends: 

Welcome back to another amazing year of the Orange County Traffic Engineering Council!  We are very proud of the 
momentum and growth that our organization has experienced in recent years.  On behalf of the Board of Directors, we 
are committed to continuing this upward trend and filling the 2013/2014 year with valuable learning and networking 
opportunities for all of you.  A few highlights of the coming year:   

INFORMATIVE speakers at eight luncheons, starting with Dennis Mak and Ross Lew from OCTA who will discuss the 
West County Connectors project. 

SOCIAL Mixers – the first of which is right around the corner! (see below) – these events have been well attended 
and are a great way to relax and spend some quality time with your partners and peers (special thanks to Ed 
Alegre for initiating, organizing and continuing this new tradition!) 

ACTIVITIES! In keeping with old traditions, our joint OCTEC/ITE tournament will be held again in May 
GIVING – OCTEC will again provide scholarships to local engineering schools on student night – join us in May to 

experience the passion and excitement of our industry’s next generation.  
YOUR INPUT is important! If you haven’t already, please take 3 minutes to respond to our survey – tell us what 

topics you want to hear about and anything else that’s on your mind. 

As always, the strength of our great organization comes for your involvement.  Thank you for your attendance, interest, 
sponsorships, and contributions that have continued to keep OCTEC at the apex of professional organizations in our 
industry.   

Sincerely, 

 

 

Melissa Hewitt, P.E. 

President 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

OCTEC FALL SOCIAL MIXER! 
Our first social of the 2013-2014 year will be held at  

Dave and Busters at The Block in Orange  
on October 10 from 5:30 PM – 8:30 PM 

 

Cost is only $7 with RSVP (link below) or $10 at the door. Price includes entry, 1 drink, appetizers, 1 raf-

fle ticket and free pool and shuffle board.  Bring a potential new member and receive 2 additional raffle 

tickets.  Raffle tickets will also be sold for $1 each at the door. Special thanks to the sponsors: Econolite, 

KOA Corporation, FPL and Associates, Inc., and OCTEC. Thanks also to our raffle prize donors:  Albert 

Grover & Associates, Kunzman Associates, W.G. Zimmerman Engineering, and OCTEC.  Look forward to 

seeing you there! 

RSVP now for the Social mixer:  https://fall2013social.eventbrite.com 
 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/QXJF8VJ
https://fall2013social.eventbrite.com
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Elon Musk’s Hyperloop 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Telsa Motors (TSLA) and SpaceX, Elon 

Musk, revealed the details for his new solar-powered, city-to-city elevated 

transit system that could take passengers and cars from Los Angeles to 

San Francisco in 30 minutes, the Hyperloop. This design is a result of his 

disappointment of the approved and on-going “high speed” rail project. 

For more information, visit http://www.teslamotors.com/blog/hyperloop  

Push for Connected Vehicles 
On July 25, 2013, the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) recommended that the federal government mandate that all 

new vehicles come equipped with connected-vehicle technology. Chairwoman Deborah Hersman stated that this “technology, 

more than anything else, holds the promise to save lives and prevent injuries.” For the complete Politico news story visit http://

www.politico.com/story/2013/07/ntsb-transportation-technology-94707.html 

2013 TIGER Grants Announced 
U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx announced that 52 transportation projects in 37 states will receive a total of 

approximately $474 million from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Transportation Investment Generating 

Economic Recovery (TIGER) 2013 discretionary grant program. Among these, 25 projects funded at $123.4 million will be 

designated for projects in rural areas of the country.  Learn more at http://www.dot.gov/tiger/ 

CALTRANS Proposes 2014-2016 DBE Goals 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is seeking public input for proposed three year Disadvantaged Business 

Enterprise (DBE) goals for the period covering Federal Fiscal years 2014 through 2016. In the past, Caltrans has used various 

methods to achieve DBE goals. This includes business outreach to existing DBEs, technical assistance and training, improving the 

contract process, and data collection, monitoring, and reporting of DBEs. The comment period is currently open. All comments 

should be emailed to michael.lange@dot.ca.gov or mailed to PO Box 942874 M.S. 39, Sacramento, California 94274-0001. For 

more information visit http://orangecountysbdc.blogspot.com/2013/08/caltrans-proposes-2014-2016-dbe-goals.html 

The San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge 
Though not local news, a noteworthy event this month is the new $6.4 million eastern span of 

the Bay Bridge, which opened on Monday, September 2, 2013. The cantilever portion of the 

bridge was replaced with a new self-anchored suspension bridge and viaduct. Not only is it a 

piece of art that is currently slowing down traffic during all hours of day (especially in the 

evenings), it is also engineered to withstand the largest earthquake expected over a 1500 year 

period and last at least 150 years. For more details visit http://baybridgeinfo.org/ 

Caltrans Policy Directives 
Attached at the end of this newsletter are the new Caltrans approved Traffic Operations Policy Directive #13-02, Intersection 

Control Evaluation (ICE TOPD). Each Caltrans District Office has or will arrange policy roll-out workshops to provide an overview 

and opportunity for dialogue on the updated intersection control evaluation process.    If you have any questions, please contact 

your District Local Assistance Engineer (DLAE), or Jerry Champa of the HQ Division of Traffic Operations at 916.712.5881.  

NEWS... 

http://www.teslamotors.com/blog/hyperloop
http://www.politico.com/story/2013/07/ntsb-transportation-technology-94707.html
http://www.politico.com/story/2013/07/ntsb-transportation-technology-94707.html
http://www.dot.gov/tiger/
mailto:michael.lange@dot.ca.gov
http://orangecountysbdc.blogspot.com/2013/08/caltrans-proposes-2014-2016-dbe-goals.html
http://baybridgeinfo.org/
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RANDOM TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERING ITEMS 

Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) has their own Avalanche Control System along US 2 Stevens Pass. Per 

WSDOT’s website, the “Old Faithful” avalanche zone just west of the Stevens Pass summit requires the most frequent control.  The 

Stevens Pass crew uses trams and two surplus military tanks (sample below) to fire shells into the top of twelve avalanche paths.   

Still searching for a job? Visit the OCTEC website: http://www.iterisprojects.com/octec/jobs.html 

Thank you to those who submitted the following signs and posts from the field or web: 

http://www.iterisprojects.com/octec/jobs.html
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2013 VENDOR SHOW AND SOCIAL NIGHT 
When: Tuesday – September 24, 2013 @ Mile Square Golf Course 

Time: Social & Vendor Show - 4:00PM till 8:00PM 
 

LA / OC Traffic Signal Association 
 

It’s time for our annual TSA Vendor Show and Social Event! 

THANKS TO OCTEC FOR SPONSORING THE FOOD!! 
 

Questions? Comments?         Contact Dan Eichmann at 714.321.7513 or dan@ddltraffic.com  

HAPPENINGS… 

 
 

19TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION 
Sept 30 to Oct 2, 2013 @ San Diego Marriott Mission Valley 

 

“Beyond the Border: How ITS is Leading the Way” 
 

Register here or ta the door:  http://www.itscalifornia.org/  Alternately, public sector staff have FREE 

access to the exhibit hall—come  down for the day  and learn about the latest in products and services in 

the industry.  

Questions?  Contact Jane White at 626-300-2020 or jwhite@dpw.lacounty.gov   

HIGH SPEED RAIL CONFERENCE 
When: November 5-7, 2013 @ Los Angeles Metro Headquarters 

 

 

$6 Billion CA High Speed Rail Phase 1 Moving Forward 
 

US High Speed Rail Association 
 

Register EARLY and SAVE: http://www.ushsr.com/ 
 

Questions? Comments?         Contact David Schwegel at 425-466-5677 or DavidMSchwegel@aol.com 

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION FORUM 
 

When: Friday, October 18, 2013 @ The University Club (UCI) 
 

Questions? Comments?         Contact Michele Martinez at 714-380-4339 or Michele@ochealthalliance.org 

mailto:dan@ddltraffic.com
mailto:jwhite@dpw.lacounty.gov
http://www.ushsr.com/
mailto:DavidMSchwegel@aol.com
mailto:Michele@ochealthalliance.org
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This month’s newsletter is brought to you by: 
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Melissa Hewitt, President 

Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. 

765 The City Drive, Suite 200 

Orange, CA 92868 

phone: (714) 939-1030 

Melissa.Hewitt@kimley-horn.com 

OCTEC 2012 -2013 Officers 

 

 OCTEC would like to give a special thanks to all of  

our generous 2013/2014 sponsors! 

 Newsletter Sponsors Meeting Sponsors 

September 26, 2013 Hartzog & Crabill 

URS Corporation 

 

October 24, 2013 Albert Grover & Associates 

DDL Traffic 

 

November 2013 No meeting, no newsletter n/a 

December 2013 No meeting, no newsletter n/a 

January 23, 2014 Econolite 

RBF Consulting A Baker Company 

 

February 27, 2014 ADVANTEC Consulting Engineers 

W.G. Zimmerman Engineering 

 

March 27, 2014 FPL and Associates 

Minagar & Associates 

 

April 24, 2014 Iteris, Inc. 

Kimley-Horn Associates 

 

May 9, 2014 

 

May 21, 2014 

OCTEC/ITE Golf Tournament 

 

OCTEC/ITE Joint Meeting—Student Night 

 

Sponsorship opportunities available 

 

n/a 

June 26, 2014 Kunzman Associates 

National Data & Surveying Services 

 

July 2014 No meeting, no newsletter n/a 

August 2014 No meeting, no newsletter n/a 

For more information and sponsorship opportunities, please contact Keith Rand, Sponsorship/Membership Coordinator, (714) 433-7665   keith.rand@urs.com  

Ed Alegre, Treasurer 

OCTA 

550  S. Main Street 

Orange CA 92863-1584 

phone: (714) 560-5738  

ealegre@octa.net 

Alicia Yang, Secretary 

Iteris, Inc. 

1700 Carnegie Avenue, Suite 100 

Santa Ana, CA 92705 

phone: (949) 270-9693 

axy@iteris.com 

Keith Rand, Sponsorship/

Membership Coordinator 

URS Corporation 

2020 E. First Street, Suite 400 

Santa Ana, CA 92705 

phone: (714) 433-7665  

keith.rand@urs.com  

mailto:Melissa.Hewitt@kimley-horn.com
mailto:keith.rand@urs.com
mailto:ealegre@octa.net
mailto:axy@iteris.com
mailto:keith.rand@urs.com


































LA / OC Traffic Signal Association
Along with OCTEC 

Invite you to the 

2013 Vendor Show and Social Night
In Fountain Valley

It’s time for our annual TSA Vendor Show and Social Event!

THANKS TO OCTEC FOR SPONSORING THE FOOD!!

There will be plenty of hors-d’oeuvres served from 4:00 PM until the conclusion of the evening.  
Drinks will of course be available for purchase.  This year , we will be returning to the Fountain 
Valley facility. So head down for a lot of socializing.

This year’s show will start at 4:00PM and end with the gala prize raffle starting at about 7:00PM.  
(Special pricing on raffle tickets for paid TSA Membership.)

Vendors, don't forget to bring donations for the raffle, it's a great way to advertise your company 
and support TSA.

Mark your calendars - Please let your employees know!

When: Tuesday – Sept 24th, 2013
   

Where: Mile Square Golf Course
    10401 Warner Ave

Fountain Valley, Ca 92708
    PH # 714-962-5541

   Time: Social & Vendor Show - 4:00PM till 8:00PM

Questions?  Comments?  

Contact  Dan Eichmann at 714.321.7513

SEE YOU THERE!



 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

The forum aims to make connections between elected officials, planners, traffic engineers, bicycle and 

pedestrian advocates, non- profit organizations and health care leaders interested to identify challenges 

and opportunities, share best practices and develop priorities for Active Transportation as a region. 
                                               

 

  

 

 

 

 

       The Forum is presented by: 

   

                                               

Complete Streets and Active Living for Orange County! 

Active Transportation Forum 

Friday, October 18, 2013 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Complementary Lunch 

The University Club, University of California, Irvine 

 

To Register 

Please click on the following link: 

Active Transportation Forum Registration 
For more information or sponsorship opportunities please 

contact: (714) 380-4339 or Michele@ochealthalliance.org 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?fromEmail=true&formkey=dHpZWTNvOUlaX0dPYzNZVkZ0UFk5T1E6MA
mailto:Michele@ochealthalliance.org


Become a USHSR Member
SPONSOR THE CONFERENCE!

LOS ANGELES, CA  November 5-7, 2013
HIGH SPEED RAIL CONFERENCE

Malcolm Dougherty
California DOT

Vinay Mudholkar
Louis Berger Group

Dan Richard
CA HSR Authority

Jeff Morales
CA HSR Authority

Armin Kick
Siemens

Rod Diridon
Mineta Transp. Inst.

Ronald Tutor
Tutor Perini Corp.

CA State Senator
Cathleen Galgiani

Art Leahy
LA MTA

CA Assemblymember
Fiona Ma

David Carol
Parsons Brinckerhoff

Kristopher Takács, AIA
SOM

U.S. Congresswoman
Loretta Sanchez

Katherine Perez-Estolano
ELP Advisors

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
n CA High Speed Rail Construction Schedule 
n LA Metro Projects Update
n RRIF Loan Workshop
n Financing & Public Private Partnerships
n Transit Oriented Development
n Station Architecture & Design
n National & Global HSR Updates
n Transportation Tours
n Special Networking Events

NETWORK WITH BUSINESS & POLITICAL LEADERS

$6 Billion CA HSR Phase 1 Moving Forward
REGISTER EARLy & SAvE

www.ushsr.com

US HIGH SPEED RAIL ASSOCIATION  I  10 G ST NE, STE 710,  WASHINGTON, DC 20002  I  202.248.5001


